
Poor Design, Lack of Attention and Confusion lead to: 
Lost opportunities to recycle and Contamination 

CLEAR | DEFINED | SOLUTIONS

Remove the guesswork! Clearly identify what goes where.
People want to do the right thing. Make it easy!

(PDF) Color, cognition, and recycling: How the design of 
everyday objects prompt behavior changeBernhard Center Waste Receptacle Signage Pilot Study

Rutgers University & Indiana University 2008

It Matters a Hole Lot Perceptual Affordances of Waste Containers 
Influence Recycling Compliance

Full lid openings
May lead to cross-contamination

Restrictive lid openings
Recycling increase: 34% 

Trash decrease: 95%

Messaging Options
Makes recycling easy to understand 

Recycling bin signage
Increase in quality of recyclables recovered: 54%

Less recyclables in trash: 18%

Lounge  signage example Simple Sort  signage example Spectrum  signage example

Completely customized steams and signage example - Chesterfield

People donʼt always read: 
Color-coding can help!

Increases recycling effectiveness: 52%-88% 
Blue recognized as recycling color: 80%
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Edge
● Recycled content
● Color coded labels available in 

square or long label format
● Pivoted bag frame holds bags 

secure in the unit
● Triangle lock secures the lid and 

the contents of the bin 
● Available in: stainless steel

Black Tie Kaleidoscope
● Constructed of fire safe steel
● ADA compliant
● Premium gloss powder coat finish on 

bodies
● 100% made in the USA
● Over 30% recycled material
● Comes with grey modern decals
● Available in: white gloss, hammered 

grey, and pebble black gloss

Copy Room Options
Sleek options made in multiple materials with the goal of subtly fitting into your space

Standard and Custom Colors, Easy to Empty, Offer Signage and Restrictive Lids

Spectrum Collection
● Lightweight lid for easy maintenance
● Powder coated steel
● Sturdy plastic liners included
● Mix-and-match! All Spectrum bins are 

compatible
● Liner made of 100% recycled content
● Available in: white, gray, black, dark 

green, and blue

The Lounge Double
● Sides constructed of 18 gauge steel 

and bottom constructed of 11 gauge 
steel

● Doors and covers can be easily 
interchanged

● Magnets secure the doors closed
● 2” rubber casters
● Door locks and keys included
● Available in: gray, white, and black



Spectrum Three-Stream 
Ellipse Cube Ellipse
● Simple service lift-off lids
● Lid lead in openings maintain 

cleanliness
● Includes clear plastic covers to 

protect signage 
● Color coding makes recycling simple
● Includes clean white labels
● Available in: dark green, black, white, 

gray, and blue

Glaro 
● All metal, fire-safe construction
● Silk Screened messages and 

logos
● Custom logo printing available
● Manufactured in the USA
● 27 designer color powder-coat 

finishes and 2 metal finishes

Lobby Options
Rounded 

Super Sleek options

Black Tie Kaleidoscope 
Two-Stream Round
● Half moon and co-mingle lids have 12” 

x 5” openings
● Vertical gray decals
● Sturdy plastic liners
● Four feet keep unit lifted off of ground
● Available in: pebble black gloss, white 

gloss, and hammered gray

Spectrum Double Ellipse
● Small footprint 
● Made of 18 gauge powder coated 

steel
● Included rigid plastic liners 

maintain shape
● Optional signs available for 

purchase
● Casters available for purchase
● Made in North America
● Available in: black, white, blue, dark 

green, and gray



Kaleidoscope Three-Stream
● Pictured unit includes one  24 gallon 

square unit and two 8 gallon half 
rounds 

● Pre-applied white decals
● Easy to remove steel top finished in 

powder-coat
● Available in: red, blue, green, and black

Simple Sort XL
● Customization available for lid 

labels and signs
● Easy to grip handles
● Each unit easily connects to 

create a custom recycling 
station

● Available in: blue and green 
(with recycling arrows), black, 
and gray

Kitchen
All about the signage…help people get their waste in the right place 

Mosaic Three-Stream
● Specialized linking mechanism to join 

units
● Signage completely customizable
● Sturdy plastic liners
● Leveling feet included with purchase
● Optional casters available for purchase
● Standard panel colors: blue, green, 

gray, and black

Summit White Triple
● Fingerprint resistant steel
● 3D labeling
● Top access via hinged lid
● Colorful painted lids for easy sorting
● Manufactured in North America
●  Body color available in white and 

grey
● Lids available in blue, black, and 

green

Three-stream can separate into waste and multiple kinds of recycling or waste, recycling, and compost…Or choose a two-stream (all two-streams come standard with waste and recycling)


